
2nd Edition Volume 6 April–July 2023 
  
 

 1 
 

Diversity & Inclusion Corner 
11th District-South Region 

 

2023 Diversity & Inclusion Team 

 

 

Ronald Lindsey 

ADSO-DV North 

 

Eyvaine Walker 

ADSO-DV Newsletter 

 

Felix B. Lopez 

DSO-DV 

11th District-South Region 

 

David Lieberman 

ADSO-DV South 

 



2nd Edition Volume 6 April–July 2023 
TTTTTTTT 

Diversity & Inclusion Newsletter 2 
 

Table of Contents 
   DIVERSITY & INCLUSION TEAM 1 

 

Table of Contents 2 
 

Awards to the Diversity Team  (ACLOC, Eagle Awards, ACM) 3-4 
 

COMO Mary Kirkwood 5-8 
 

   Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Month 9-11 
 

DTrain Moments 12-21 
 

Juneteenth 22 
 

Stamp of Approval 23 
 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/c7fd96b7a8955524/Desktop/Diversity%20Newsletter/Volume%206/Newsletter%206th%20Edition%202.docx#_Toc136636308
https://d.docs.live.net/c7fd96b7a8955524/Desktop/Diversity%20Newsletter/Volume%206/Newsletter%206th%20Edition%202.docx#_Toc136636309
https://d.docs.live.net/c7fd96b7a8955524/Desktop/Diversity%20Newsletter/Volume%206/Newsletter%206th%20Edition%202.docx#_Toc136636311
https://d.docs.live.net/c7fd96b7a8955524/Desktop/Diversity%20Newsletter/Volume%206/Newsletter%206th%20Edition%202.docx#_Toc136636315
https://d.docs.live.net/c7fd96b7a8955524/Desktop/Diversity%20Newsletter/Volume%206/Newsletter%206th%20Edition%202.docx#_Toc136636315
https://d.docs.live.net/c7fd96b7a8955524/Desktop/Diversity%20Newsletter/Volume%206/Newsletter%206th%20Edition%202.docx#_Toc136636315


2nd Edition Volume 6 April–July 2023 
TTTTTTTT 

Diversity & Inclusion Newsletter 3 
 

 
AUXILIARY COMMANDANT LETTER OF COMMENDATION 

Presented to: 

1. ADSO-DV South David Lieberman  

2. ADSO-DV North Ronald Lindsey 

3. ADSO-DV Newsletter Eyvaine Walker 
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Diversity & Inclusion Directorate 

11th District-South Region 

“Eagle” Certificates of Special Recognition 

AUXILIARY COMMENDATION MEDAL  
Presented to: DSO-DV Felix Lopez 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE AUXILIARY COMMENDATION MEDAL 

TO 

FELIX B. LOPEZ 

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY 

Auxiliarist LOPEZ is cited for outstanding achievement while serving as the District Staff Officer for Diversity and 

Inclusion, Eleventh Coast Guard District Southern Region from January 2018 to December 2022. During this period, 

Auxiliarist LOPEZ enhanced the National Commodore’s (NACO) Three Star Award Flotilla and Division performance 

with a 260% participation increase. District 11 Southern Region earned second place in the entire Coast Guard Auxiliary 

and earned the coveted Eagle Award from National Diversity and Inclusion Directorate, enabling the Auxiliary to achieve 

its strategic goal. Auxiliarist LOPEZ championed a “Diversity and Inclusion Corner” newsletter focusing on Diversity and 

Inclusion from around the district. Auxiliarist LOPEZ was also instrumental in creating the “Diversity Personality of the 

Quarter,” which awarded members a challenge coin. These contributions sparked awareness and improvements at the 

highest levels of the Directorate and Auxiliary. Auxiliarist LOPEZ dedication, judgement and devotion to duty are most 

heartily commended and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard. 
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COMO Mary Kirkwood 
Vice National Commodore 
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Source: www.cgaux.org 
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Source:  
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May is Asian American and 

Pacific Islander Heritage 

Month. This year's theme, 

selected by the Federal Asian 

Pacific American Council, is 

"Advancing Leaders Through 

Opportunity," which builds on 

a leadership advancement 

theme. 

 

As we celebrate this month, 

we remember that the Coast 

Guard Auxiliary is stronger 

together with a diverse and 

inclusive workforce, with all 

members valued for their 

skills and contributions. 

 

Today, we spotlight Jihwan 

Baek, an Auxiliarist since 

2008. Serving out of 054-22-

01 (Flotilla Curtis Bay), she 

currently holds the positions 

of International Affairs Outreach, Branch Chief-INDOPACOM and Public Affairs Photo Corps, 

Branch Assistant-Archivist. She is certified as an Auxiliary Interpreter and has earned the 

advanced AUXOP award. 

 

What does Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage month mean to you? 

Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month resonates deeply within my being, 

carrying profound significance. It stands as an exuberant tribute, casting a radiant light upon the 

extraordinary contributions of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in shaping our society. 

This momentous month ignites an unyielding fire within me, a fire that reminds me of the 

power of my unique identity, one that is not merely acknowledged, but fervently celebrated. It 

infuses me with an indomitable sense of empowerment, a firm pride in being Asian American. 

With joy in my heart, I offer my skills and services through my lens, eager to be an integral part 

of organizations that fervently raise awareness. Together, we kindle the flames of change, 

illuminating the path towards a brighter future, where diversity is embraced, celebrated, and 

woven into the very fabric of our collective existence. 

Who is your inspiration? 

My inspiration is not confined to a single individual; rather, it arises from the collective tapestry 

of people I've encountered throughout my life. Each person, whether they brought goodness or 

challenges, has left an indelible mark on my spirit. Yet, it is through my volunteer career that I 

have found extraordinary inspiration. The camaraderie of fellow shipmates and the unwavering 

https://fapac.org/pressreleases/13056819
https://fapac.org/pressreleases/13056819
http://blogs-it.cgaux.org/media/blogs/memnews/Baek.png
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dedication of those with profound spirits of service have truly awakened my passion. 

Witnessing their selflessness and deep commitment to making a difference gratifies me with 

hope and belief in the innate goodness of humanity. I encourage each reader to embrace the 

power within to inspire others because it can create a ripple of inspiration that shapes a better 

world. 

 

What does it mean to you to be in the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary? 

Being an Auxiliarist means much more than volunteering—it signifies a steadfast commitment 

to serving my country in a unique and impactful way. My journey commenced 15 years ago, 

driven by a deep longing for meaningful influence. Little did I know that it would guide me to 

the pinnacle of my career as a Branch Chief within the International Affairs Directorate, where I 

discovered my true passion and purpose. 

 

In my role, I embrace daily growth and challenges that transcend limits, enabling personal and 

professional development. By willingly devoting my time, being part of this remarkable team 

enriches me beyond measure. 

 

Standing shoulder to shoulder with fellow Auxiliarists, entrusted with demanding 

responsibilities, is a humbling honor. It is also a testament to the profound meaning of 

dedication and service, molding our characters and purposes. Through my journey in the 

Auxiliary, I have learned that genuine fulfillment arises from what we give and gain—the 

wisdom, growth, and great sense of purpose accompanying our extraordinary expeditions. 

 

 

 

Source: Interview and photo illustration by Deborah Heldt Cordone, AUXPA1 
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US Coast Guard Auxiliary  
Eleventh District-South Region 

DTRAIN in Woodland Hills, California 
DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION TEAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DSO-DV Felix Lopez received a USCG Auxiliary       

Commendation Medal  

 

                                 Eagle Awardees 

 

Left to Right: ADSO-DV Ronald Lindsey, ADSO-DV Newsletter 

Eyvaine Walker, DSO-DV Felix Lopez, ADSO-DV David Lieberman 

Left to Right: ADSO-DV Ronald Lindsey, 

Division 7 DCDR Robert Hamming, DCapt-

North, Rudy Cortez, DSO-DV Felix Lopez 

Left to Right: ADSO-DV Ronald 

Lindsey, DCapt San Diego/Inland 

Robert Yslas Jr., DSO-DV Felix Lopez 

DSO-DV Felix Lopez with Division 

6 DCDR Mark Forster 
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COMO Michael Bozarth-District Commodore DCOS Rodney Donohoo 

CAPT Ryan Manning- Los Angeles/Long Beach Sector Commander 
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Widow of the late IPDCO COMO Charlie Geiger   

receiving the Aux Meritiorious Medal 

(Posthumous)  

 

 11th District-South Region  

Auxiliary Honor Guards in Action 
Banquet Food 

Lighter Moments with the DCO 

Left to Right: DCapt -N Rudy Cortez, DCOS 

Rodney Donohoo, San Diego/Inland Robert 

Yslas Jr., Front: COMO Michael Bozarth 

Ringing of the bell for those 

who has crossed the bar 
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Materials Center 

Welcome Desk 

Coastie with its Certified Operators lead by Rick Weiss 

COMO Chris Harshfield at the Command Center 
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ADSO-DV David Lieberman conducting a D & I workshop 

Invocation Time at DTrain Invocation Time with Senior Leadership in prayer 

Auxiliary Flotilla Leadership Academy 

Participants and Instructors 
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 DSO-PA Rudy Lopez, DSO-DV Felix Lopez 

DDC-Log Debbie Allen, DSO-PB Sydney Hay Left to Right: DSO-DV Felix Lopez, DNACO Tiney 

Singler, ADSO-DV Newsletter Eyvaine Walker 

OTO Jared Esselman with Pat Swoopes 

(D11-SR Grand Old Lady) 
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DCapt -South Paul Saba and Spouse Division 5 DCDR Salvador Gonzalez and Spouse 

The Guitar Man Dave and June Esparza enthusiastically 

waiting for the start of the District session 
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The Flotilla Commanders 

Left to Right: FC Ronald Lindsey, FC Diane Vandruff, 

FC James Bradley 
USCG Auxiliary Pilots with DVC-DU Denver Drieberg 

11TH DISTRICT-SR DISTRICT CAPTAINS 

Left to Right: D11 SR DCapt’s San Diego/Inland Robert Yslas Jr., DCapt -N Rudy Cortez, DCapt -S Paul Saba 
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District Top Brass 

Left to Right: COMO Michael Bozarth, DCapt -N 

Rudy Cortez, DCapt -S Paul Saba, San Diego/Inland 

Robert Yslas Jr., DCOS Rodney Donohoo 

Division 9 Elected and Appointed Officers 
Past District Commodore Burt Blanchette, 

Present District Commodore Michael Bozarth 

DSO-DV Felix Lopez & Michael Brzezicki, Lead 

Instructor-Auxiliary Flotilla Leadership Academy 
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Senior Leadership at the head table 
                                 DNACO Tiney Singler, DCO Michael Bozarth, DCOS Rodney Donohoo, OTO Jared Esselman 

All Photo Sources: District DTrain Photos and DSO-DV Felix Lopez 

Before the sessions start 
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JUNETEENTH (SHORT FOR “JUNE NINETEENTH”) MARKS THE DAY WHEN 
FEDERAL TROOPS ARRIVED IN GALVESTON, TEXAS IN 1865 TO TAKE 
CONTROL OF THE STATE AND ENSURE THAT ALL ENSLAVED PEOPLE 
BE FREED. THE TROOPS’ ARRIVAL CAME A FULL TWO AND A HALF 
YEARS AFTER THE SIGNING OF THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION. 
JUNETEENTH HONORS THE END TO SLAVERY IN THE UNITED STATES 
AND IS CONSIDERED THE LONGEST-RUNNING AFRICAN AMERICAN 
HOLIDAY. ON JUNE 17, 2021, IT OFFICIALLY BECAME A FEDERAL 
HOLIDAY. JUNETEENTH 2023 OCCURRED ON MONDAY, JUNE 19. 
 

 

Source: URL https://www.history.com/news/what-is-juneteenth 

 

https://www.history.com/news/what-is-juneteenth
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